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MSY Approach catch scenario

The MSY Approach catch scenario is not a
rebuilding scenario (Carl O’Brien — Cefas).

ICES does not provide rebuilding catch
scenarios for sea bass.

The MSY Approach catch scenario uses the
ICES Advice Rule, which is no longer “best DO

available science” due to WKREBUILD2 report. eaa European
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ICES Advice Rule

ICES WKREBUILD?2 says:

“in the absence of favourable conditions the stock
could remain around Blim indefinitely. Thus, the
re-formulation of the ICES AR below Btrigger is
needed to ensure that it promotes a strong
recovery of stocks above Blim.”
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MSY Approach catch scenario
will not rebuild the stock

For the last 4 years the ICES Advice Rule has
resulted in MSY Approach catch scenarios that
shrink the sea bass stock rather than grow it.
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% History of MSY Approach catch scenarios

Assessment MSY Approach Catch SSB increase/decrease
Scenarios

October 2024 2,620 -7.2%

June 2023 2,432 -7.7%

June 2022 2,542 -21%

June 2021 2,216 -1.87%

June 2020 1,680 - 2,000 +0.18% / -21%

June 2019 1,806 +0.7%
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Revised ICES Assessment - Oct 2024

® the June 2024 ICES assessment massively overstated 2020 and
2021 pre-recruitment, due to a data inputting error.

Recruitment (age 0) Recruitment (age 0)
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Revised ICES Assessment - Oct 2024

Headline Advice/MSY Approach Catch Option - instead of
resulting in an SSB increase of 0.89%, it will now result in an SSB
decrease of -7.2%

Table 2 Sea bass in divisions 4.b—c, 7.a, and 7.d=h. Annual catch scenarios. Weights are in tona€s.
Total removals* Fiotal SSB /% SSB % advice
(2025) (2025) (2026) change** change***

Basis

ICES advice basis

MSY approach:
F = Fmsy X S5B2025/MSY Burigger

2620 0.159 1245 -7.2 7.7
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Revised ICES Assessment - Oct 2024

To prevent the SSB declining, Total Removals should be no more
than 1,469 tonnes - a reduction of 26% from the estimated 2024
Total Removals of 1,990 tonnes.

Table 2 Sea bass in divisions 4.b—c, 7.a, and 7,d<h. Annuahsatch scenarios. Weights are in tonpes—_
Basis /Total removals* Feotal SSB " % SSB \ % advice
(2025) (2025) (2026) ( change** change™**
55B2026 = 55B2p2s 1469 / 0.086 13418\ 0 / ~40
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Bottom Trawler and Seiner Relaxations

Bottom Trawler and Seiner catch limits and percentage of
catch restrictions have been increasingly relaxed since
2018, based on the belief that their discards could be
converted into landings without increasing Removals.

Discards have reduced by 148 tonnes since 2018, but
remain high at 316 tonnes.

However Bottom Trawlers’ and Seiners’ landings have
increased by 451 tonnes in the same period.

So, the relaxations have resulted in a 303 tonnes
increase in Removals by Bottom Trawlers and Seiners.

The relaxations are not achieving their goal. eaa Sl

Anglers Alliance
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‘Bottom Trawler and Seiner Relaxations

Commercial Catch Share by Gear Type - Tonnes
(ICES Tables 7 & 9)

Seiners
Bottom Trawlers
Discards

Removals
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69% of the fishery is now bycatch
Bycatch métiers are now landing o
twice as much sea bass as hook seiners 54| 1%
: 22 Bottom Trawlers 433 31%
and liners, the only métier allowed Fixed nets 21 23%
to target bass. o water trawlers e m—
Total Bycatch 964 69%

Such a high level of bycatch is
? : : : Hook and liners 433 31%
|ndlcat|Ve Of an UnSUSta|nab|e Commercial Landings 1,397 100%

fishery. S
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UK Shore Netting

Wales has still not made any steps to start catch
recording for shore netters, despite this being
agreed in 2021 as the quid pro quo for allowing
shore netters to land bass again.

Catch returns in North Eastern IFCA District show
shore netters with extremely high level of bass as a

percentage of catch. DO
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UK Shore Netting — NEIFCA District

NEIFCA Shore Netters
Percentage of Bass in Total Catch
for Last Three Years
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Catch Allocation Tool

In 2019, NWWAC advised that the Tool needed more
work.

In 2021, the EU and the UK agreed this was a priority.

In 2022, the UK proposed the work be postponed
until after the benchmark.

In 2023, ICES rejected request to work on the Tool.
Has a new request been made to ICES and will the DO
Tool be ready for 2026 fishing opportunities?
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